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If ye ; lined me, ye would rejoice, becauſe T 
faid, I go unto the Father. 


OTHING is fo ſuited and pleaſing to 
human nature, as the reciprocating en- 
dearments of true friendſhip. The religion of 
Jeſus, is deſgned and fitted to inſpire us, with 
that genuine pure benevolence, which impels us 
to © love each other, with a pure heart, fer- 
« yently;” and, © in lowlineſs of mind, to 
<« efteem others better than ourſelves.” How 
lovely is it, when the near and dear relation, is. 
alſo the amiable and kind friend, in whom we 
repoſe unbounded confidence, and with whom 
we have ſuch an heart-intereſting ſympathy, that 
his joys and ſorrows neceſſarily become our own! 
Such a ſocial intercourſe of alffections, ſoftens 
the rigours of affliction; and transfuſes a. bene- 
volent, rational, and ſatisfying refinement, thro?. . 
our mutual pleaſures. When the affectionate 
 bujband and father, has alſo been the diſcreet di- 
rector and amiable companion hen the faith- = 
ful minifter of Jeſus, has, in all things, ſhewun⁵ 
, | = B ; 0 3 1 3 5 4 
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1c himſelf a pattern of good works,” and evi- 
denced, that he © naturally cared for the ſtate” 
of thoſe under his charge: — ſurely, theſe things 
would render him, to his relations, people and 
friends, the delight of their eyes; and would na- 
turally draw from them, that affectionate lan- 
guage : — © Beloved, I wiſh, above all things, 
that thou mayeſt proſper, and be in health; 
even as thy ſoul proſpereth.” But, my hearers, 
the moſt refined and affectionate friendſhips we 
can form in this life, carry'in them their own 
cauſes of vexation and grief. There is a mor- 
tality in our pureſt ſocial pleaſures, becauſe we 
ourſelves are mortal. 


When a kind relation, and faithful miniſter 
of Jeſus, hath glorified God, by accompliſhing 
the. domeſtic and public duties of that ſphere, in 
which he was called to move and ſhine, as a light 
of the world; the God of all grace, allots him 
an honourary reward ; and Jeſus, the great head 
of his redeemed people, who hath the keys of 
the inviſible world, kindly ſays to his highly fa- 
voured ſervant, © Come up hither,” and com- 
mands death to diſmiſs him from this world of 
grief and labour, that he may be admitted into 
the full enjoyment of glory, honour, and immor- 
tality. Yet, my friends, how hard and trying 1s 
it, to give up thoſe, with whom we have had de- 
lightful communion in the houſe of God, and in 
the duties and relative connections of ſocial life! 
Even, 
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* 
Even, when our amiable chriſtian friends are 
evidently a people prepared for the Lord,” we, 
through thoſe inward attachments which ariſe 
from fleſh and ſenſe, can ſcarcely overcome the 
anguiſh of corroding grief, becauſe thoſe very 
qualifications, which convince us they are gone 
to happineſs and glory, create within us ſuch af- 
fectionate regard, and painful regret, as make 
the tender workings of nature, too ſtrong for the 
ſalutary directions and ſublime conſolations of 
the goſpel; and cauſe us to fix our eyes, rather 
on what ourſelves have loft, than what our friends 
have gained, by the ſtroke of death. 


We, in this aſſembly, mourn, and have cauſe 
to mourn, the loſs of one, who was a faithful 
and exemplary ſervant of the moſt high God, and' 
delighted to ſhew unto men the way of ſalvation, 
But were the ſpirit of this juſt man made perfect, 
now to appear before his mourning relations and 
people, he would doubtleſs exhort you to repreſs 
grief, and indulge the comforts of religion; tq 
reſtrain your voices from weeping, and your eyes 
from tears; and ſhew your affections unto him, 
by rejoicing that he is gone to his heavenly F a 
ther. 


If ever there was pure friendſhip on earth, it 
muſt have ſubſiſted between Jeſus, who was love 
itſelf, and his highly favoured diſciples. He 
knew that the hour of his ſufferings, and of his 
PRE from them, was a thand; and plainly 
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1 
tells them of theſe things, as of events which 
muſt ſoon take place. Their affections and ſor- 
rows ſeem to have ariſen to an equal height; 
they, doubtleſs, could not refrain from tears, and 
the moſt moving indications of their inward 
grief. The bleſſed Saviour ſays therefore, with 
kind compaſſion, — Let not your hearts be 
troubled.” —He gives them a variety of reaſons, 
| ſuited to convince them, how much his abſence 
from them would conduce to their ſecurity and 
benefit. Still, their affection was ſo great, that 
even the thoughts of that protection, and thoſe 
_ bleſſings he would afford them, could not abate 

their grief. Their love to him ſeems to have 
been encreaſed thereby; and their ſorrow, at the 
thoughts of parting with ſo kind and wiſe a 
teacher, and ſo dear a friend, could not but be 
encreaſed likewiſe. In theſe afflictions, which 
the diſciples endured, their ſympathiſing Saviour 
was tenderly afflicted. He does not harſhly re- 
prove them, but, with majeſtic ſelf-poſſeſſion, 
ſhews his compaſſion and affections for them, by 
appealing even to their own feelings; and con- 
vincing them, that their love ſhould rather exert 
itlelf in joy on his account, than in grieving for 
their own loſs. He had before told them, that 
though he departed, he would come again unto 
them: but even his, could not filence their af- 
fectionate lamentations. He, therefore, con- 
deſcendingly bears with them, as one who was 
touched 
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< touched with a feeling of their infirmities.“ 
He, with conjoined tenderneſs and wiſdom, even 
appeals to the purity and ſincerity of heir love 
for him, and ſhews, that their ſorrows for his 
abſence, ſhould be baniſhed, and ſucceeded by 
ſuch joy, as aroſe from the thoughts of his hap- 
pineſs and glory: — He ſays, If ye loved me, 
« ye would rejoice, becauſe I faid, I go unto 


« the Father.” 


From theſe words, we may naturally deduce 
the following doctrinal obſervation, viz. 
When we think, reſpecting any dear departed 
friends, that they are gone to the Father, we 
ſhould ſtrive to ſhew the /incerity of our love for 
them, by rejoicing on account of that glory and 
felicity, which we hope they enjoy in heaven. 


| I ſhall now expect your ſerious attention to 
the two following propoſitions. 


_ Firſt, At death, a true chriſtian goes from 
this world to the Father. | 


Secondly, We ſhould ſhew our love, to de- 
parted chriſtian friends, by rejoicing on. 
this account. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, At death, a true chriſtian goes from 
this world to the Father. | 


The adorable Jeſus aſks our attention and 
truſt, as © the beloved /on, in whom God is 
& well pleaſed.” Fer time began, he conſent- 
ed, in the great council of redemption, to 
bring many ſons to glory;” and was therefore 
viewed, by the prophet I/aiab, as the great fa- 
ther of the future age (or goſpel diſpenſation), 
who ſhould © gather, into one body, all the chil- 
« dren of God, who were ſcattered abroad.” 
Unto Jeſus, the children of God are now gather- 
ed, and united by faith; and, in the fulneſs of 
time, they ſhall all be gathered and united unto 
him, in the realms of glory. Hence our bleſſed 

Saviour's language, - juſt before his aſcenſion, 
& I goto my father, and your father; to my God, 
and your God.” © Foraſmuch as the children, 
% whom God determined to ſave, were partakers 
of fleſh and blood, Chrift alſo took part of 
* the ſame,” that as the great elder brother, he, 
by the right of primogeniture, might be our re- 
preſentative; and redeem us, by his atonement 
and power, from “ the preſent evil world,” ac- 
cording to the will of God, even ourFather. As 


the repreſentative of his brethren, he now wears 


human nature in the heavenly world, hereby af- 


fording a pledge, yea, an undoubted aſſurance, that 


all, who are united to him, ſhall partake of his 
hap- 


9 
happineſs : they ſhall-be Beirs of God, becauſe 
co-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt. When he ſees that 
they (like himſelf) have © finiſhed the work 
* which the Father gave them to do” on earth; 
he mercifully comes unto. them, at the hour of 
death, and “ receives them to himſelf,” that 
« where he is, they may be alſo.” Our exalted 
Jeſus receives the departed ſpirits of his brethren, 
and © preſents them faultleſs before the throne 
« of his glory,” as ene who can ſay with joy, 
upon every freſh addition to the number of his 
glorified people, — © Behold me, and the chil- 
<« dren thou haſt given me.“ The ſoul of every 
good man, is preſented by his exalted Redeemer 

before the Father, as @ ſpirit made perfect. Well 
therefore may a believer ſilence the repining 
murmurs of diſtreſs, by uttering, in the exerciſe 
of faith, the following ſublime and triumphant 
language : — As for me, I ſhall behold thy face 
in righteouſneſs | This animating hope diveſts 
death of all its gloomy terrors ; the affectionate 
chriſtian may even ſmile on its approach, and 
ſee with joy, that “ a bleſſing is in it.” Chri- 
ſtians (like Chriſt, their great redeemer and ex- 
ample) go from this world to the Father, that 
they may be clothed with light and glory, and 
enjoy pleaſures for evermore. Through faith, 
which unites them unto Jeſus, they are zow the 
acknowledged children of the kingdom. Their 
names are enrolled in heaven. God is nat 


aſhamed 
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3 1 4 — to be called bei- God, for he hath pre- 
r pared for them a city; and they ſhall never, no 
never be disfranchiſed, At death, they are 
1 to enjoy all the privileges and bliſs thereof, 
As their inheritance. From the lips of Jeſus, they 
have this invitation, to take their reſpective ſeats 
An glory :—*© Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
.*- berit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world“. 


What immenſe raptures fill the ſouls of ke 

ho are preſented, by their great elder brother, 

| with acceptance, before his father; and their fa- 
ther, his God, and their God! Surely they thus 
«6. appear before the preſence of the divine glory, 
* with exceeding joy.” The ſoul, diſmiſſed from 
the pains and wearying agonies of this mortal 
fleſh, ſees with joy thoſe miniſtring angels, vho 
are commiſſioned to guard it through the do- 
minions of the prince of the power of the air; 
-and can begin the bliſs of heaven, by holding 
communion with them, being itſelf a kindred 
firit. To be led by theſe benevolent ſpirits, 
through the everlaſting gates, into heaven: — to 
be there welcomed and congratulated, by affec- 
tionate chriſtians, who have arrived before us. 
70 be favoured with the ſight and ſmiles of Je- 
ſus, and confeſſed by him before his Father, is 
ſuch a vaſt weight of glory, that humanity faints 
even under the very idea of it, in the preſent 
| ſtate of imperfection. How ſoothing, yea, 
| 1 | iranfporting 
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2 : tranſporting is it to remember, that our de * YA 


ziſtian friends, whoſe abſence we mourn; arè“ * | 5 2 
, but only gone, a ſhort ſpace of time 36. _— 
5M 


. unto God, our common father, "with © bh 2 
whom their ſouls are © bound up in the bundle. - 
« of life!” Here on earth, they, amidſt their "JF 
afflictions and pleaſures, ' have ſaid, with lively "5M 
faith, and ardent longings for full communion 3 
with God: — Whom have I in heaven but | 
„ thee! and there is none on earth that I defire 

in compariſon of thee :” now: theſe devour: 

wiſhes are fully ſatisfied : they are gone to the 

Father, even that bleſſed and glorious God, unto 

whom they have prayed without ceaſing, and 

from whom they have received ſo many diſplays 

of parental love, all through this mortal life. If 

the pſalmiſt was filled with ſo much joy, when 

he ſaid, concerning his heavenly Father, He 

« ſhall receive me ;” what ſuper-eminent, what 

ineffable joys mult thoſe feel, whom the great e- 

ternal God aftually receives! They ' then ap- 

proach this bleſſed and thrice holy being, as 

their © exceeding joy;” and experience the full 

vaſt import of that amazing prophecy : « The 

“ Lord will be unto thee an everlaſting light; 

and thy God, thy glory.” 


Though our hearts bleed with inward anguiſh, 
when our dear friends and relations are taken 
from us; though we are ready to ſay, when we 
ſee one, whom we love, fainting under the agonies 


C of 
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of death, —* Let us alſo go, that we may die 
« with him;” though our ears and ſouls are af- 
fected by thoſe deep and heavy groans, which 


are drawn from the labouring heart; yet, if we 


have faith in exerciſe, we may even then hear 
the melody of heaven, which, with gentle and 
aſſuaſive conſolation, mitigates the poignancy 
of dying groans and ſighs, by this delightful - 
language : © Bleſſed are the dead, that die in the 
Lord, from henceforth ; yea, faith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their labours.” Tho” 
the valley of the ſhadow of death is to a wicked 
man dark, yea, darkneſs itfelf; yet, when we 
ſee a good man going through it, the ſteady eye. 
of faith can ſee light ſpringing up, from the great 
Sun of Righteouſneſs; and view the pious be- 
liever, who is going to his Father, as one who 
ſtands at the very gates of paradiſe, and is juſt 
ready to enter into joys unſpeakable, and truly 
glorious. . Shall furviving chriſtian friends, be 
twallowed up with over-much forrow then, when 
they think that he whom they lament, is gone to 
heaven ? Are we perſuaded, that death has taken 
a true chriſtian, from this world, unto the Fa- 
ther? hen, as I propoſed to ſhew, 


Secondly, We ſhould fhew our love to departed 
chriſtian friends, by rejoicing on this ac- 
count. 


I do 


1 = 
I do not mean, that we are to be unaffeted 
under the loſs of thoſe, who were near and dear 


to us. The joy of our holy religion is not de- 


ſigned to deſtroy affectionate ſorrow, but to cor- 
ref? it. We muſt ſtrive and pray, not to ſorrow 
as thoſe, who have no hope. We ſhould be am- 
bitious to feel and manifeſt, that the inward con- 
ſolations of the goſpel delight our ſouls, even in 


the multitude of our anxious thoughts within 


us. Our Saviour never meant to prohibit a rea- 


p 1 ſonable degree of tender grief, thro* the remem- 


. 


brance of thoſe lovely excellencies, which adorn- 


ed the tempers and conduct of thoſe whom God 
hath taken to himſelf. There was a time, when 
He viſited the mourning family of a deceaſed 
friend, and with gracious complacency regarded 
the diſtreſs of her, concerring whom it was ſaid, 
« She goeth to the grave, to weep there.” , Nay; 
we even find himſelf joining with friendly ſympa- 
thy in the tears of theſe mourners, for — E- 
« SUS wept.” We have cauſe to be affected 
by the death of chriſtian friends, ſince hereby we 


loſe the benefit and pleaſure of ſociety with them 
in prayer, and the delightful intercourſe of mu- 


tual eſteem. When Paul only parted from his 
friends at Miletus, we read, © they all wept ſore, 
% and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him; forrow- | 
ing moſt of all, for the words which he ſpake, 
that they ſhould ſee his face no more.“ If it 
was amiable in theſe affectionate chriſtians, to 

C. 2 mourn 


err 
— Q h. , — —ͤ — — — 
— — 
I 


—— ä — 6 AB oe AAS nor Aer — — 
_ —— —_—_ oo” — 2 - 
- - — * 2 POS." 
— - on 
* „ — 


L 14 1 

mourn for a friend who was only leaving them, 
and might yet live thro' many years; ſurely it is 
not culpable to grieve for the loſs of a faithful and 
affectionate miniſter of Jeſus, whoſe place that 
knew him once, muſt know him now, no more ; 
and who has actually entered into the cold dark 
filent grave, that houſe which is appointed for 
all the living. 


We have cauſe to grieve, when we view death 
as the fruit of ſin, and view. the ravages, it hath 
made in the world, ever ſince it hath ſet up. its 
kingdom. We cannot but be affected, when we 
ſee it aſſerting its awful empire over the bodies of 
thoſe whom we love, by mortal paleneſs, ghaſtli- 
neſs and corruption, which force us to © bury 
them out of our ſight,” 

We have cauſe to mourn, that by the death of 
every ſaint, the world is impoveriſhed ; and the 
ſtrength and prevailing efficacy of prayer, which 
aſcends to heaven with acceptance, and returns 
back, laden with bleſſings to relations, friends, 
and the whole church of God, are weakened: 
We have cauſe to mourn; that we have loſt an 
advocate with God, and at the ſame time a com- 
forter, example, and friend. 

Our bleſſed Saviour does not exclude ſorrow, 
but gives ſuch conſolations, as ſhould moderate 
and refine it, when we think that our departed 
friends were heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt, Nothing is more Jruliſb and unmanly, 

than 


„ TW 
than want of feeling. The higheſt - beroiſm of 
chriſtianity, permits the manly tear. It is truly 
happy and amiable, when it is a tear in the eye. of 
faith; then, love to, thoſe whom we have loſt, 
will regulate our grief, and keep us from the un- 


happy ſorrows of , thoſe, who mourn, "Y refuſes to 
he comforted. 


Our Saviour's language to 40 diſciples, you 
have ſeen, is an argument, drawn from their pro- 
feſſions of love to him, which is ſuited to huſl 
the raging ſtorm of grief, and make it gently ſub- 
fide, into calm and tranquil joy; not ſuch joy as 
ariſes from the want of ſenſibility, but ſuch as is 
an happy proof of true affection. While we 
mourn for ourſelves, we may rejoice that our dear 
friends are gone to the Father; and may remem- 
ber, that hereby we ſhew faith in God, as well as 
love to thoſe, whom he hath mercifully taken to 
himſelf,” Hereby, we ſnew ſuch love as is truly 
noble, ſcriptural, and rational. Never let it be 
ſaid, that /e love makes us deſire; our friends 
back from the glory and felicity they enjoy, and 
thus, over-ballances true affection for them. 
My hearers, if we have loſt an amiable chriſti- 
an friend or relation, let us reflect, and reaſon, in 
ſome ſuch manner as this. Did not the 
dear deceaſed perſon whom we mourn, ſnew 
* his affection to c, by wiſhing us deliverance 
* from pain, and every kind of grief? Was he 
not ardently deſirons to promote our happi- 

« neſs 


oy 
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4 neſs and pleaſure? How then ſhall we, in re- 


turn, manifeſt our kindneſs to this abſent 


« friend, who is not loſt, but only gone before 
& ys, into that bliſs, where we hope ſoon to meet 
* him? His warfare is accompliſhed : his pil- 
4 grimage is over; he has. been faithful unto 
« death, and now wears the crown of life; ſhall 
« we then dare to wiſh, that this perfect bliſs 
< had been protracted, on our account, for a 
% month, a week, a day, or even an hour? for- 
did it faith and gratitude, and every generous 
feeling! We will ſtrive and pray, to mourn 
with ſuch grief for ourſelves, as is tempered 


with benevolent joy! We are thankful for the 
< favours we have already enjoyed! We will not 


charge our God fooliſply, but ſay, The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taten away; bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord.“ 

Does true affection, ſnew irſelf in Ancsde de- 
fires, that our friends may be delivered from pain 
and grief? then Jobſerve, 

Firſt, We thould rejoice, that our departed 
friends, whom' we hope are gone to the Father, 
ate now freed from every kind of trouble and 
diſtreſs. - No more will the glorified ſaint be 
pained and grieved by ill uſage from his fellow 
creatures. — No more will /nners pain him with 
their reproaches, and vex his righteous ſoul with- 
m him, by their hard ſpeeches againſt God, and 
their * to his intereſt in the world. No 

more 
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more will he be deſpiſed and rejected by wicked ; + 
men, nor pained at the very heart, by the ingrati- 
tude, baſeneſs, and ill uſage of thole, who profeſs 
to be God's own people. What deep diſtreſs do 
many of God's miniſtring ſervants often feel, from 
the malice, pride, obſtinacy, and ſordid deſigns 
of thoſe, to whom they have been long and faith- 
fully employed, in breaking the bread, and diſ- 
penſing the word of life ! But when the good 
ſervant of Jeſus, hath once entered into the joy of 
his Lord, he will no longer complain of ſpending 
and being ſpent, in the ſervice of ungrateful peo- 
ple; and that the more he loveth, the leſs he is. 
loved. In the glorious church above, there is no 
more pride, envy, or deſire of pre-eminence. No 
more will there be reaſon to ſay, ** Woe is me 
* that I dwell in Meſech, and ſojourn in the tents 
of Kedar. O that I had wings like a dove! 
<* then would ] flee away, and be at reſt.” 


Farther, The Spirit of the juſt man made 


perfect, is freed, happily, and for ever freed, 
trom all anxiety on account of thoſe who were 
the objects of his tender affection. No more 


will the good man experience any ſolicitude, on 

the. account of children or friends, who, after 
the moſt pious inſtructions, and fervent prayers, 
are yet hardened, ignorant, and far from God. 
The foul is freed from all anxiety, reſpecting 
deliberate ſchemes and important purpoſes, per- 
taining to this preſent life. No more will the 


4 

juſt man made perfect, be called to weep, with 
thoſe who weep through various diſtreſſes. The 
communion of heaven, will be a communion n of 
perfect 9 5 

We ſhould rejoice, likewiſe, that our belle 
ving friends are now freed from every painful 
doubt, reſpecting heir own intereſt in the favour 
of God. In this imperfect ſtate, the beſt of 
God's dear children, at ſometimes, are ready to 
caſt away their confidence; and fear, leſt they 
ſhould one day periſh. Through the corrup- 
tions of human nature, they often are led to 
do the things they would not, and are heard 
to utter that plaintive language:“ O wretched | 
creature that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from 
4 this body of death!” But in the kingdom of 
bliſs, all is certainty: they ſee themſelves con- 
firmed in the favour of God, as thoſe * who 
e ſhall go no more out.” Every doubt, and 
every imperfection which cauſes doubt, 1s ba- 
Niihed : the ſaint, has no more need to watch 
over ſinful propenſions, and to complain that 
his heart is corrupt, deſperately wicked, and 
deceitful above all things. No more will there 
be any ſurrounding femptations, or any ſubtle 
tempter, to preſent them to his view, in all the 
ipecious deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs. No- 
thing which defileth, or worketh abomination, 
ſhall enter Cliriſt's happy kingdom: and as there 


| vill be no evil within the ſoul, there will be no 
external 
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external evil to fear. No more will the pious 
ſoul complain of following hard after the Lord, 
and yet finding, after care, caution, and ſerious ſelf- 
examination, that it ſtill cleaves to the duſt, and 
is © as an hungry man, who dreameth, and be- 


c hold he eateth, but he awaketh, and his ſoul 
« 1s empty.” There will be no more need to 


call upon the dull affections of our fouls, to 
awaken into life and ardor, in holy duties; nor 
to ſay, Ariſe, O my immortal ſpirit, depart from 
the fins and low pleaſures of an enſnaring world, 
this is not thy reſt, it is polluted. 
What joy ſhould it transfuſe through our 
minds, to think, that our friends and brethren 
in Chriſt, who are gone before us, are now freed 
from all the griefs of conſcience they endured 
here, through offending their heavenly Father by 
fin, or loving their fellow creatures, ſo as to find 
themſelves almoſt idolators! There will be no 
more of this in heaven : the love of the bleſſed 
to each other, though far ſuperiour to what we 
can conceive, will doubtleſs lead to God, inſtead 
of ſeducing us from him. No more will the 
ptous ſoul be grieved, through the thought of 
having ſpoken unadviſedly with its lips, or of ha- 
ving cheriſhed any culpable diſpoſition. No 
more will the glorified ſoul mourn, that it hath 
quenched and grieved God's holy Spirit, through 
indolence, preſumption, or irreverence in devo- 
tion. No more will it grieve, through the 
D | thought 
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thoug ht of having pierced Chriſt afreſh, by 
fin - unbelief. In heaven, ſin, ſorrow, doubt, 
and infelicity, are ſwallowed up in victory, and 
there is no more fear of death. 
We ſhould rejoice alſo, that our departed 
chriſtian friends are freed from thoſe maladies 
and bodily pains, which cauſed them, while 
here in this tabernacle, to groan, being bur- 
dened. When we have juſt ſeen a chriſtian, 
agonized through the dread conflict with death, 
how pleaſing is it to reflect, that this awful trial 
now is over! If we have within us any compaſ- 
fionate tenderneſs, it muſt ſurely awaken into joy, - 
when we think of thoſe whom we love, as be- 
ing delivered from the fierce pains of their death 
bed. Thole, who are truly ſaints, and whoſe 
death is precious in the ſight of the Lord, are 
not, always, gently diſmiſſed. Meditate for a 
moment then on the ſtate of a good man, who 
is ſuffered to expire in painful agonies f Cold 
clammy ſweats are violently forced from every 
pore, hang trembling on the diſtorted brow, and 
preſage that the faintly beating heart will make 
but a few, a very few more efforts to perform its 
functions. Medicine can no longer be received; 
and if it could, would be unavailing. The 
damp reſpiring breath is chilled by mortality. 
The wiſeſt, kindeſt phyſician, who ſtands by, at 
this hour, is a phyſician of no value. All human 


help is vain, The kindgſt friend can only 
moiſten 
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* moiſten the parched lips, or dry away the con- 
gealing ſweats of death from the pale cheek. 
The very compaſſion of thoſe, who pity the ago- 
nizing diſtreſſes of a departing friend, and kindly 
belp him to die with eaſe, is itſelf an affliction, as 
he parts with thoſe who were ſo near and beloved. 
The heart ſickens; and the pulſations of the 
blood become deſultory and feeble. The eyes 
roll heavily around, and are clouded o'er by 
gloomy darkneſs. The once active limbs, are 
heavy, cold, and torpid. The heart ftrings 
break. Mortal paleneſs takes poſſeſſion of that 
countenance, which was once lovely and ad- 
mired; and, by one ſevere, diſrupting pang, the 
ſoul is forced from the body, as from a manſion 
no longer tenable.— O how pleaſing is it to re- 
fle&, that the ſoul, who is with the Father, hath 
come off conqueror out of all theſe pains and 
oriefs! and that, in the bright world above, 
there is no more pain, nor death, nor ſorrow, nor 
crying! God hath wiped away ll tears; and 
the griefs, peculiar to this world of fins and ſor- 
rows, are paſſed away. 


When we think of thoſe troubles, di reo, and 
imperfections, from which, any dear friend is freed 
by death, we might confine our meditations to 
this part of the ſubject, and ſay, © It is good 
for us to be here !” But, my hearers, we may 
aſcend higher: this leads me to obſerve, 
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Secondly, That we ſhould ſhew our love to- 
wards thoſe departed friends who are gone to the 
Father, by rejoicing that they are not only freed 
from pain and diſtreſs, but favoured with perfect 
pleaſure. How pleaſing is it to reflect, that the 
ſpirit of a good man, has been pronounced righ- 
reous, by infinite purity itſelf, and actually ad- 
mitted into that preſence, where is fulneſs of 
joy, and pleaſures for evermore ! It ſees infinite 
wiſdom, and therefrom derives pure and perfect 
knowledge. It ſees infinite love, and feels itſelf 
filled with unſpeakable and refined affection. 
How bright and ſtrong muſt that knowledge be, 
which is immediately communicated from the 
great Father of lights! How pure mult that ho- 
lineſs be, which is an immediate emanation from 
the God of holineſs! How happy is-that bleſſed 
ſoul, whoſe eyes are now opened, to view the dig- 
nity and propriety of the divine proceedure to- 
wards it, and to be /atisfied, that every afflictive 
diſpenſation in the preſent life, was con/iftent with 
the kind defigns of an heavenly Father's grace, 
who hereby, hath led thro* the wilderneſs, by a 
right way, to heaven the city of habitations ! In 
heaven, the arcana of nature and providence, 
will appear naked and open to the admiring 
view, ſo that the foul who was here often confu- 
fed, by the myſterious dignity of the divine 
works and diſpenſations, now joins the angels, in 
ſinging with an enlarged underſtanding, * “ Great 
« and 
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and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
mighty! juſt and true are thy ways, O thou 
« King of ſaints!“ The ſpirit of a juſt man 
made perfect, is now truly happy, in knowing and 
contemplating GOD, the great ſupreme good; 
and can never fear wanting food for contempla- 
tive love, through the vaſt progreſſion of eternal 
ages. In an infinite God, there will, after the 
higheſt reſearches, be ſtill thoſe lovely and in- 
comprehenſible excellencies remaining, which will 
ever delight the affections, and call forth the re- 
newed contemplations, of every finite creature. 

Beſides, we ſhould rejoice in the felicity of de- 
parted friends, becauſe we may be ſure, they are 
waiting for us with benevolent pleaſure ; and are 
ready to welcome us into bliſs, with the ſame 
kindneſs which was ſnewn to them, by their 
much loved chriſtian friends, or their venerable 
anceſtors, on their entrance into heaven. If the 
rich man was ſolicitous that his brethren might 
not come into the place of torment, ſurely, good 
men in glory, may be juſtly ſuppoſed to long for 
increaſing joy, on the admiſſion of their friends, 
who have been as their own ſoul, when they ſhall 
be commiſſioned to aſcend from earth, and enter 
paradiſe. 


How ſhould we rejoice to think that our dear 
departed chriſtian friends, enjoy full communion 
with all the ſaints who empeople heaven! Yea, 


and are delighted to find, that ſome, who were 
their 
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their enemies, on earth, are their friends in glory; 


who can unite in forgetting the little vexations, 
and unkindneſſęs of life, and in ſinging, © Unto- 


e him who hath loved us, and waſhed us from 


our {ins in his own blood, be glory.“ How 
ſhould it rejoice us, when we reflect, that any dear 
departed friend, and chriſtian miniſter, who hath 
born the heat and burden of the day, in Chriſt's. 
vineyard, and who for his name's ſake, hath exer- 
ciſed holy patience, hath laboured and not faint- 
ed, is now graciouſly rewarded, for all his faithful 
ſervices, and knows the full import of that decla- 
ration, To live, is Chriſt; to die, is gain.” 
We ſhould rejoice, to think that the friends we 
mourn, now ſeeJeſus ; praiſe him in joyful ſtrains 
for his redeeming death, and admire thoſe right- 
ful glories, unto which he is exalted, If Jeſus 
is now ſo precious to the ſaint on earth, when by 
his goſpel, attended with his Spirit, he © ſpeaks 
words in ſeaſon, unto thoſe who are weary ;” 
how much more lovely muſt he appear, to the 
ſaint who is diſmiſſed from the pains, and ago- 
nies, and fears of death! How glorious and a- 
miable will Jeſus appear to the good man, when 
as the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, he feedeth 


him, with a full Knowledge of redeeming grace, 


and ſanctiſies this knowledge, by leading goa to 
the living fountains of waters, and wiping away 


all tears from his eyes 
Though 


— 
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Though the mortal body of a departed faint, is 
covered in the dark and filent grave; yet, his 
fleſh reſts in hope. The voice of the great arch- 
angel, and the trump of God, will awaken thoſe 
who ſleep in Jeſus, unto immortal glory : then, 
death will be ſwallowed up in victory :” the 


affectionate ſoul ſhall, with joy, inhabit again its 
former body, now changed, and ſpiritualized, 


and fitted for heaven: then, will the whole man, 
ſoul and body, © be ever with the Lord; where- 
e fore, comfort one another with theſe words, and 
«beg of God, te grant you all joy and peace in be- 
« lieving, thro* the power of the Holy Ghoſt.“ 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. From what has been ſaid, let us learn to 
view death as a good man's gain ; he goes from 


hence, to the Father. Though the godly man 


ceaſeth from among the children of men, he doth 
not ceaſe to exiſt; but is admitted into that bright 


and bliſsful ſtate, which is the proper element of 
holy fouls. Let us then bleſs and love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath purchaſed for us a right 
to this glorious kingdom, by the merit of his pre- 
cious blood; and who has prepared heaven for 
our reception, by taking human nature into glo- 
ry, as the.fr/t fruit of thoſe who ſlept; and as a 
ſpecimen of what the whole church ſhall be, when 
their /ouls, which are perfectly pure, ſhall be uni- 


ted unto bodies, changed, and faſhioned like unto 
| his 
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"his own moſt glorious body, according to the 


of that mighty power, whereby he is 
able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. Let us, 
as dying creatures, conſtantly loc to Jeſus, and 
live upon him, as our © hope of glory; for he 
hath ſaid, © I am the reſurrection, and the life; 
<« he that believeth in me, ſhall never die.” As 

you hope to be preſented faultleſs, by this Savi- 
our, before the Father, when you leave this world, 


vou ſhould delight daily to draw near unto the 
Father now, by believing prayer: hereby, you be- 


gin a communion with God on earth, which ſhall 
outlaſt time, and exiſt in full force, through the, 
ages of eternity. As certainly, as we have follow- 
ed the remains of our dear friend to the tomb, ſo 
certainly, muſt we ourſelves taſte of death. It 
cannot be very long, before we ſhall feel the pains 
of death encompaſs us about, and be called to 
take a ſolemn, final leave, of our children, and our 
deareſt friends. We muſt either die as the wicked, 
who are driven away in their wickedneſs ; or, as 
the righteous, who have a right to exerciſe joyfal 
hope, in the view of death. Let it then be the 
chief concern of our ſouls, to ſeek for, and evidence 
an intereſt in Chriſt ; that we may be found pre- 
pared for death, whenever it is commiſſioned to 
preſent its ſummons, Read the goſpel, with ſeri- 
ous prayer, and ſolemn attentive meditation 
Keep up communion, with © your Father who 
< ſeth in ſecret! Be conſcientious in attending 
on 
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on dhe means of grace, and in performing alt . 
thoſe duties which are.incumbent on you! Look * 8 
daily unto Chriſt, as the atonement and inte 


ceſſor; the author and finiſher of faith Quench 
not the Spirit! And, whenever any known fin 
tempts you, and ſolicits to be gratified, diſmiſs it 
with an holy abhorrence, as thoſe who remember 
our bleſſed Saviour's queſtion, © What will it 
profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 
eat laſt, loſes his own ſoul ? Or what can a man 

« give, in exchange for bis ſoul ?” | 
2. The ſolemn ſtroke of providence, which 
has cauſed ſo many to aſſemble here, at the pre- 
ſent time, naturally leads me to addreſs the mem- 
bers of this church and congregation, in a par- 
ticular manner. You have been highly fa- 
voured, by the miniſtrations and example of your 
late honoured Paſtor, with whom 1 have ſerved, 
as a ſon with a father, in preaching the truth, 
and adminiſtring the ordinances of the goſpel. 
Carefully examine your own hearts, as thoſe 
who know you muſt give a ſolemn account at the 
laſt day, reſpecting the manner in which you 
have improved his ſerious labours, and acted to- 
wards him for theſe forty- eight years of his ſet- 
tlement among you. O, how awful will it be 
for unconverted ſinners, who have trifled with his 
warnings, perſuaſions, and prayers, to find him 
appearing, as a ſwift witneſs againſt them, on 
that day, when God will judge the ſecrets of 
E men 


944 

1 : 
1 £ 

* 
my | 
— 
. 


. ͤ WTI ES” TR: SIE 
. — TR” 


i. at 


yr T_T TY 5 


K — — — 
- 4 — — 


——ä— 0 9. K 
an vv Pages — 


- « 
yy — > © 
—— 


Dr ITT I 


——ů— * 
Mn 


1 


—— 


yg c wa wy 3 
p £5 5. - I: 2 _” Fx 
. * 9 + of „ * x "* g 

4 . 0 * „ 2 N «x * 1 7 0 4 

\ . Y „ „ mh * 25 . 1 . . * * 5 L 1 | 


„ IH T 28 1 | 
wen Aecording to the goſpel! How dreadful 

Will it de for falſe profeſſors, who have only 4 
wuame 70 live, to find that his ſolemn and affec- 


7 
N 9 


tionate exhortations to examine themſelves, 
whether they were in the faith, have been re- 
Jefted or forgot, and are made the means of en- 

creaſing their guilt and miſery! I hope better 
things of many here; even pgs which ac- 


company falvation, though I thus ſpeak. I know 


I addreſs ſome, who love his memory now, and 
hope to be happy with him in heaven. Be care- 
ful, my friends, to act in the church, and in the 
world, worthy the character of thoſe who have 
been /o long favoured with © a teacher ſent from 
*© God,” whoſe higheſt ambition was to lead you 
into happineſs, by . preſenting every one of you 
perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.” I need not ſay much 
reſpecting the character of this truly good and 
excellent man, who 1s tranſplanted from the 
church below, to flouriſh in the courts above. 
His works praiſe him. Ye have fully known 
his doctrine, manner of life, purpoſe, faith, 
long-ſuffering, charity, and patience. If he does 
not live in your memory, as a ſociety, you are 
guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude, Your fathers 
can inform you of the involved ſtate of this 
church, when he firſt became its paſtor: remem- 
ber that it was principally rectified by his pru- 
dence, kindneſs, and generoſity. There were 
720 qualifications which a/maſt wholly conſti- 

tuted 


doctrine = RTM pers os death: 2 | 
Chriſt ; and for conformity to his example, ans” 


Saviour who was meek and lowly. It is true? = 


that our dear friend (like hig adorable maſter). © 


found enemies; but they were only ſuch, as were 


enemies to truth and peace, decency and good- 
neſs. With all their baſe uſage, they, inſtead 
of injuring bim, only gave him an opportunity 
of ſhewing, how much he was poſſeſſed by the 
prudence of the ſerpent, tempered with the 
harmleſneſs of the dove, and inſpired by a meek 
and quiet ſpirit, which is in the ſight of God, of 
great price. Though he was juſtly reſpectable 
for his education, uſeful learning, and honourable 
anceſtry, yet, he had true ambition enough not to 
value himſelf on theſe things: he rather ſought to 
be eſteemed, as © a good man, and a juſt.” 
You have loſt a miniſter, who earneſtly deſired 
your improvement in the divine life, and your fi- 
nal ſalvation. Iam perſuaded, his lat wiſhes con. 
cerning you, were, that you might cleave to the 
atonement and example of Jeſus, and live in love 
and peace, that the GOD of love and peace may 
be with you. I have a right to demand your 
| prayers, on account of that additional weight, 
which devolves upon me, through the removal of 
my reverend friend, and father in the miniſtry. 
I conſider myſelf, as the paſtor and miniſter of 
this church and congregation ; not merely, of a few 
aſſuming 
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© You 1 cannot end this diſcourſe, Ane rel. 
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5 | N my ſympathy with the near and much-affect- 
cd relations of our friend, who is not dead, but 


only ¶ fallen aſleep in Jeſus.” —Iwould not open, 
but rather endeavour to claſe thoſe wounds, which 
this affliction hath made in your breaſts. Sup- 
poſe, my friends, you had a near relation in any 
foreign kingdom, however remote, who was ex- 
alted to the ſummit of human honour, and was 
filled with kind affection towards you; you would 
love to think of him, and fay, even though you 
had no hopes of ſeeing him,—this dignified per- 
fon is my father, and my friend! I ſcarcely need 
apply this. If you hope your friend is gone be- 
fore to the Father, and that he cannot have leſs 
afteCtion for you, than he had on earth; you ſhould 
rejoice, in his happineſs and honour, and even glory 
in being related to one, whom you believe to be 
4 an inhabitant of paradiſe. You may comfort 

_ yourſelves in the thought, that you ſhall ſee him 
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of grace, not co be fiothful, but xc 
thoſe, wha, through faith and patiene 
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walked. True love, arg 8 imita 28 , — 
tion. Thoſe who re/emble our departed friends. | td 
will adorn the goſpel of Jeſus, and do honour to. 
human nature:—they will ſhew, that good nature 
and. good ſenſe, urbane politeneſs, and refined 
piety, are qualifications which may lach ſappear 
conſpicuous in a chriſtian; and be mutual helps 
and ornaments to each other. If hoary halts come 
upon them, old age will not be contemptißle and 
inſignificant: like wine drawn from its lees, and 
refined by a long ſpace of time, they will loſe the 
heat and fermentation of improper qualities, and 
be july prized, for their mildneſs, brightneſs, 
and ſuperior worth. Bereaved relations may re- 
member, that the God in whom they truſt, can 
ſpeak comfortably unto them, and be their friend 
and father in this wilderneſs. -His- goſpel, and 
the grace of his holy Spirit, are as free, and as 
futtable for us, as for thoſe who have gone before 
us into heaven, The more we apply to God, in 
the uſe of means, for purification, and a ſanctifed 
uſe of afflictions, the more may we hope to find, 
that the grace of Chriſt is ſufficient for us, and 
his ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs. 
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